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TAGS: EAGR, EG 

SUBJECT: AGRIBUSINESS PROJECT AT LAKE NASSER 

REF: TUNIS 5504 

1 . EMBASSY HAS NO DETAILED KNOWLEDGE OF "AMAGRA" PROJECT, 

WHICH IS PLANNED FOR WADI QARQUR ON LAKE NASSER, SOUTH OF 
ASWAN. SCHEME HAS, HOWEVER, RECEIVED ENTHUSIASTIC SUPPORT 
OF GOE OFFICIALS, INCLUDING MINISTER OF RECONSTRUCTION AND 
NEW CITIES HASAB ALLAH KAFRAWI, INTO WHOSE BAILIWICK IT 
FALLS. PROJECT HAS RECEIVED CONSIDERABLE PUBLICITY IN 
CAIRO PRESS. 

2. IN RECENT DISCUSSION WITH EMBOFFS, DELMER COTTON OF 
WESTERN INTERNATIONAL SOILS (WIS) TOLD US THAT AMAGRA 
GROUP HAD EXPLORED AND REJECTED A NUMBER OF OTHER SITES 
SHOWN TO THEM IN EGYPT. ONE OF ATTRACTIONS OF LAKE NASSER 
PROPERTY WAS THAT IT WAS IN COMPLETELY UNDEVELOPED AREA, 

WITH NO LOCAL BUREAUCRACY OR INTERESTS TO BE DEALT WITH. 

SOIL CONDITIONS WERE QUITE SIMILAR TO THOSE WITH WHICH WIS 
WAS FAMILIAR IN CALIFORNIA. 

3. WE UNDERSTAND THAT WIS HAS AS PARTNER IN AMAGRA A 
TARRYTOWN, N.Y.-BASED CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT DISTRIBUTING 
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FIRM CALLED ACME. COTTON SAID GOE, CONTRARY TO ITS INI 
TIAL DESIRE TO TAKE ONLY SMALL SHARE OF EQUITY IN VENTURE, 

NOW WANTED A MAJOR PORTION OF OWNERSHIP SINCE PROSPECTS 
APPEARED BE SO ENCOURAGING. WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT ARRANGE- 
MENT WAS FINALLY WORKED OUT. AMAGRA HAD, COTTON NOTED, 

BORNE FULL COST OF FEASIBILITY STUDY, SO THAT FIRM WOULD 
HAVE NO OBLIGATIONS SHOULD RESULT OF STUDY NOT BE FAVOR- 
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ABLE. AMAGRA PLANNED TO INCLUDE COST OF STUDY, HOWEVER, 

AS PART OF ITS CONTRIBUTION TO CAPITAL OF NEW COMPANY. 

COTTON INDICATED THAT WIS ALREADY HAS MARKETING CONTACTS 
IN EUROPE THROUGH WHICH OUTPUT OF PROPERTY -FRUITS AND 
VEGETABLES- COULD READILY BE SOLD. 

4. ALTHOUGH, AS NOTED, WE NOT FAMILIAR WITH PROJECT IN 
DETAIL, COTTON GAVE, ON THE WHOLE, A FAVORABLE IMPRESSION 
OF BEING PRACTICAL BUSINESSMAN WHO UNDERSTANDS NEED FOR 
CAREFUL PLANNING. 

5. WOULD APPRECIATE TUNIS POUCHING COPY OF FEASIBILITY 
STUDY ON EGYPTIAN PROJECT TO EMBASSY CAIRO IF RECEIVED 
FROM COTTON. EILTS 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AGRIBUSINESS, PROGRAMS (PROJECTS) 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 aug 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978CAIR019005 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780333-1280 
Format: TEL 
From: CAIRO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 9780861 /aaaabyji. tel 

Line Count: 75 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 4ffff662-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION OPIC 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 TUNIS 5504 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1730261 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AGRIBUSINESS PROJECT AT LAKE NASSER 
TAGS: EAGR, EG 
To: TUNIS 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/4ffff662-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



